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About the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority 
The Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority (STCA) is a regional organisation of councils created by 
the twelve Southern councils to facilitate cooperative working partnerships and to improve the 
ability of councils to take joint action to address regional development issues and progress 
sustainable economic, environmental and social outcomes for Southern Tasmania, its local 
communities and the State. 

 

Member Councils 

Brighton Council Hobart City Council  
Central Highlands Council Huon Valley Council 
Clarence City Council Kingborough Council 
Derwent Valley Council Sorell Council 
Glamorgan Spring Bay Council Southern Midlands Council 
Glenorchy City Council Tasman Council 

 
The Board 
The STCA Board comprises the Mayors of the 12 Councils with Council General Managers also 
attending Board meetings. The Hobart City Council provides secretariat support to the Board. 
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Mayor Doug Chipman  
Chair Governance and Audit 
Committee 
Clarence City Council 

Lord Mayor Ron Christie  
Deputy Chair 
Hobart City Council 

Mayor Tony Bisdee OAM 
Chair 
Southern Midlands Council 

 

Mayor Martyn Evans 
Derwent Valley Council 

Mayor Loueen Triffitt 
Central Highlands Council 

Commissioner Adriana Taylor 
Huon Valley Council 
 

Mayor Michael Kent 
Glamorgan Spring Bay 
Council 

Mayor Roseanne Heyward 
Chair Waste Strategy South 
Tasman Council 

Mayor Kristie Johnston 
Glenorchy City Council 

Mayor Tony Foster AM OAM JP 
Brighton Council 

Mayor Kerry Vincent 
Sorell Council 

Mayor Steve Wass 
Kingborough Council 
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Chairman’s Report – 2017/18 
Alderman Tony Bisdee 

I am pleased to present the 2017/18 Annual Report for the Southern 
Tasmanian Councils Authority (STCA). 

The Authority completed another successful year in 2017/18 working 
together to support the interests of Southern Tasmanian councils and their 
communities. 

The Board continued to support an operating model of collaborative 
communities of interest where members with common purposes come 
together to pursue mutually agreed, resourced and funded goals.     

Meetings were held quarterly to discuss key priorities for the Southern region and included updates 
from the Leader of the Tasmanian Labor Party, the Hon. Rebecca White MP; the Auditor-General, 
Rod Whitehead and Deputy Auditor-General, Ric De Santi; the Mercury newspaper editor, Chris 
Jones and Dr Tom Remenyi, from the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems Cooperative Research 
Centre and Ms Alison Johnson, a Climate and Energy Consultant. 

The Regional Climate Change Initiative (RCCI) continued to make significant progress completing a 
number of projects.  The RCCI provides a source of climate change information and advice to local 
government in the southern region that is independent, objective, non-partisan, science-based and 
pragmatic.  They work to build the capacity of Councils and their communities to act, adapt and 
respond to climate change as well as identifying and implementing regional greenhouse reduction, 
adaptation, offset and behaviour-change projects 

Regular updates were provided from the established STCA sub-committees, the Governance and 
Audit Committee and Waste Strategy South.    

Waste Strategy South has developed an action plan to guide its activities until 2019 which will 
include a focus on regional cooperation and education and engagement.  Updates were also 
provided on planning reform, the South Eastern Regional Development Association and the South 
Central Sub-region and Common Services. 

We held Board meetings in Huonville and Sorell which provided us with an opportunity to hear first-
hand about a number of exciting projects and initiatives being undertaken by some of the STCA’s 
regional councils. 

We welcomed Mayor Johnston back to the Board and farewelled former STCA Chair, Sue Hickey and 
Commissioner Sue Smith.  

In closing, I wish to recognise and thank my fellow Board members, Committee Chairs, and council 
General Managers for their commitment to the STCA.  Looking to the future, I believe there are great 
opportunities for the 12 councils to continue to work together to ensure the region continues to 
grow and prospers. 
 

Mayor Tony Bisdee 
Chair 
Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority 
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Key Results – 2017/18 
 
Organisational Governance 

• The STCA meeting schedule was maintained with the Board meeting on a quarterly basis. 
• The STCA’s Governance and Audit Committee, Waste Strategy South and Southern Planning 

Coordination Group met on a regular basis. 
• An Annual General Meeting was held in November 2017. 
• Quarterly reports have been completed, circulated to member councils and placed on the 

STCA’s website. 
• Mayors Roundtable meetings were held prior to Board meetings. 
• Development of an Annual Plan 2017/18. 
• Development of a budget strategy for 2018/19. 

Environment 

• The Regional Climate Change Initiative continued to meet and deliver productive outcomes. 
• Completed the Regional and Municipal Community Emissions and Energy Use project. 
• Completed the Southern Tasmanian Coastal Knowledge project.  
• Completed the Southern Tasmanian Household Energy Bulk program. 
• Received a presentation from Dr Tom Remenyi, Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems 

Cooperative Research Centre and Ms Alison Johnson, Climate and Energy Consultant. 
• Waste Strategy South commenced implementing its Action Plan focussing on advocacy; 

regional cooperation; waste minimisation/resource recovery and clean-up activities and 
education and engagement. 

Economic Development 

• STCA representatives participated on the Board of Destination Southern Tasmania 
advocating the interests of local government to the regional tourism industry. 

• The South Eastern Regional Development Association and South Central Sub-region provided 
updates on a quarterly basis. 

Planning 

• The Southern Planning Coordination Group continued to meet to ensure that the Local 
Provision Schedules are consistent with regional land use strategies. 

• Provided a submission to the Projects of Regional Significance process. 

Advocacy 

• A briefing was provided by the Leader of the Tasmanian Labor Party, the Hon. Rebecca 
White MP. 

• A briefing was provided by the Auditor General and the Deputy Auditor General. 
• A presentation was provided from Chris Jones, Editor of the Mercury 
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Financial Statements 
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Independent Auditor’s Report 
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Comptroller’s Report 
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Photo credit:   Hobart City from Mount Wellington lookout – Tourism Australia & Graham Freeman (top); MONA – Tourism 
Tasmania and Rob Burnett (bottom) 
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